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Dear Members of the Class of 2019, 

 

This booklet was created by teachers and administrators at Columbia High 
School who, over the years, have had much experience with freshmen stu-
dents.  We are experts at helping students succeed and are aware of the chal-
lenges that most ninth graders face during one of the most difficult high school 
years.  We have taken the highlights of what it takes to be successful at Colum-
bia High School and have placed them on these pages.  We recognize that 
every freshmen class is different, but the challenge of starting your high school 
career in a new school is the same for everyone.  It is our job to make sure that 
you have a great beginning to your four years here at CHS. 

 

Please take some time to read this booklet carefully.  Those who do will do bet-
ter than those who don’t.  We know that you will be absorbing a lot of infor-
mation throughout the year, but the information in this booklet will help you  
navigate what we hope will be “smooth waters.”  When the “waters” get chop-
py, you need to know what to do and whom to reach out to.  We have a won-
derful staff at Columbia High School.  It includes the faculty, deans of students, 
counselors, support staff, security guards, custodians and many others.  Feel 
free to ask questions, to explore, make new friends and get involved in sports 
and extra-curricular activities.   
 

Our thanks to the following staff members who helped create this booklet:  Mr. 
Boni, Mr. Borkowski, Ms. Buckley, Mr. Campiglia, Ms. Conway, Ms. Goldsmith, 
Ms. Karl, Mr. Lester, Mr. Lemos, Ms. Lopez, Mr. Morrill, Mr. Nugent, Ms. Orte-
ga, Mr. Regler, Mr. Rubinstein, Ms. Russoniello, Ms. Schiavo and Ms. Stanca. 

 

Here’s wishing you great success!  Welcome to Columbia High School. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

     The CHS Building Administration 



MEET YOUR 9TH GRADE COUNSELORS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Clyburn joins the Columbia High School counseling team after working as a school counselor  for 
9 years in the Teaneck School System. Prior to arriving in Teaneck he worked at Montclair State Univer-
sity and Union County College. He has a wide array of professional skills ranging from middle school 
counseling, facilitating school-based youth service programming, and post-secondary academic advising. 
Mr. Clyburn has a keen understanding of students making the transition from middle to high school and 
is genuinely excited to be working as a 9th grade counselor assisting his counselees with their academic, 
social, and emotional acclimation to CHS. Mr. Clyburn earned his Bachelors and Masters degrees from 
Montclair State University, and is a graduate of East Orange High School. He  is familiar with SOMSD 
and cannot wait to jump in and become a part of the CHS family. You can contact Mr. Clyburn at:              

bclyburn@somsd.k12.nj.us or (973) 762-5600 x. 1152. 

Mrs. Renelle has been at CHS since 2009. Her goal is to make the transition to high school a positive 
experience for every 9th grader. She is a graduate of Immaculate Heart Academy and attended Eliza-
bethtown College in Pennsylvania, graduating with a BA in Psychology in 2002. Prior to becoming a 
Guidance Counselor, Mrs. Renelle worked as a Child Life Specialist at St. Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter.  Mrs. Renelle was both a high school and college athlete who played four years of high school bas-
ketball for Immaculate Heart and four years of college basketball for Elizabethtown. You can contact 
Mrs. Renelle at:  srenelle@somsd.k12.nj.us  or (973) 762-5600 x. 1034. 

  

Mr. Berrios started here at CHS in 2003. As a long-standing member of our community, he takes 
great pride in helping students excel academically. He graduated from the University of Puerto Rico 
where he completed a BA in Humanities and an MA in Rehabilitation Counseling. Mr. Berrios also 
completed an MBA in Accounting and became certified as a Spanish teacher. You can contact Mr. Ber-
rios at:  wberrios@somsd.k12.nj.us or (973) 762-5600 x.1035. 



Helpful TIPS for Freshmen 

 
1. Use your AGENDA book every day to stay organized 

2. ORGANIZATION is crucial to success in high school 

3. Be ON TIME to class every day.   

4. Spend time in class LISTENING rather than talking 

5. Always come to class PREPARED. 

6. Raise your hand!  Get involved in class!  LEARNING takes effort! 

7. FOCUS your time in class on learning.  Avoid distractions in the 

classroom that can make you lose your focus. 

8. Do your HOMEWORK every night.  Be consistent in your efforts! 

9. ORGANIZE your home environment into a place of learning.   

10. Seek extra HELP from your teachers. 

11. Make use of the SUPPORT services available at CHS. 

12. Join a club or activity.  Get INVOLVED at Columbia! 

13. AVOID  using electronic devices during school hours.   

14. THINK before you speak in class.  Carefully consider what you 
want to say or ask before raising your hand in class. 

 
15. Columbia High School is a DIVERSE learning community.  Make 

full use of the many offerings, courses, activities and people . 
 



UNDERSTANDING THE HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULES AND ATTENDANCE 

 

Columbia High School operates using several different schedules.  Most days, we are have 
our “Normal Daily Schedule” whch consists of nine periods, each being 45 minutes.  There 
are other schedules that we sometimes use:  Half-Day, Delayed Opening, and Assembly 
Day Schedules. 
 
The schedules will always include an “Announcement Period” that is tacked on to 2nd 
period.  This is the time of day that CCN (Columbia Cable Network) broadcasts live from 
our television studio.  The students in the 2nd period TV production class are responsible 
for producing the news program each day.  During this 8-minute period, all students should: 
 
 Recite or listen respectfully to the “Pledge of Allegiance; 
 Listen to the daily “Morning News”; and 
 Remain seated in class until the bell rings to end the Announcement Period. 
 
On most days, there’s a 10-minute warning bell before periods one and two.  Because this 
is the beginning of everyone’s day, extra minutes are added before these periods to give 
students an opportunity to go to their lockers and get to their first class of the day on time.  
A bell rings at 7:20 a.m. for period one (which begins at 7:30 a.m.) and another bell rings at 
8:15 a.m. to end period one and give everyone ten minutes to prepare for period two (which 
begins at 8:25 a.m.). 
 
If you are late: 
TE =  Tardy Excused (late with a valid excused pass) 
TU =  Tardy Unexcused (late less than 10 minutes without a pass) 
 3 TUs  = 1 absence 
 Students will be assigned one after-school detention for every 3 tardies 
T10 =  Tardy more than 10 minutes (without a pass).  3 T10s = one absence 
 
If you are absent: 
Parents must call the attendance office (dean’s office—973-762-5600 extension 1125) if 
you are going to be absent.  A note must also be brought to school when you return.  You 
can drop it off at the security desk in the main lobby. 
CUT =  Absence (unexcused—no phone call, no note) 
 
ANY COMBINATION OF 3 CUTS in the same marking period in a class will result in 
an “E” grade—a failure due to excessive absences.  The numerical value of an “E” is 
59%. 
 
An “NC” (no credit) is awarded as a final grade if you’ve exceeded18 absences for a 
full-year course, 9 absences for a semester course and 5 absences for 
PE/Health/Driver’s Ed.  This can be a combination of verified absences, CUTS and 
tardies (TUs and T10s) 



NORMAL SCHEDULE 

Period 1 7:30—8:15 

Period 2 8:25—9:10 

Announcements 9:10—9:18 

Period 3 9:22—10:07 

Period 4 10:11—10:56 

Period 5 11:00—11:45 

Period 6 11:49—12:34 

Period 7 12:38—1:23 

Period 8 1:27—2:12 

Period 9 2:16—3:01 

Conference period (schedule A) 2:12—2:39 

Conference period (schedule B) 3:01—3:28 

 

 
HALF-DAY SCHEDULE 

Period 1 7:30—8:10 

Period 2 8:20—9:00 

Announcements 9:00—9:05 

Period 3 9:09—9:49 

Period 4 9:53—10:33 

Period 8 10:37—11:17 

Period 9 11:21—12:01 

 
 

DELAYED OPENING SCHEDULE 

ENTER  10:00—10:10 

Period 3 10:10—10:47 

Announcements 10:47—10:52 

Period 4 10:56—11:33 

Period 5 11:37—12:22 

Period 6 12:26—1:11 

Period 7 1:15—2:00 

Period 8 2:04—2:41 

Period 9 2:45—3:22 

DROP:  Periods 1 & 2 

Things You Should Know About the Normal Schedule: 
 

 Notice there is four (4) minutes between classes (10 
min. between per. 1 & 2). 

 Plan a route to your next class with the least hall-
way/stairwell traffic. 

 Go to your locker either before your first period of the 
day AND on your way to lunch. 

 Don’t wait for the bell to ring before getting to class or 
you will be late. 

Things You Should Know About the Half-Day Schedule: 
 

 First period ends five minutes early.  Bell will ring at 

8:10 instead of 8:15. 

 2nd period begins 5 minutes earlier—at 8:20. 

 Lunch periods (5, 6 and 7) do not meet. 

 Conference periods do not meet.. 

Things You Should Know About the Delayed Opening 
Schedule: 
 

 Delayed openings usually happen because of weather 

or some other emergency. 

 Periods 1 and 2 are dropped. 

 All periods are 37 minutes long except lunch periods. 

 There will be a 5-minute announcement period. 

 Conference periods do not meet. 



Helpful Strategies for Parents of Healthy Kids… 
 

SLEEP is necessary — set a time for bed and stick to it! 

Turn off all electronics at night to ensure a good night’s REST.  
SCHEDULE “Family Time” to come together and discuss the day’s events. 
BALANCE is key  —  make sure your kids have a mix of work and play. 

Avoid creating anxiety by PLANNING in advance. 

Encourage your kids to ask for HELP when they need it. 

Discuss and expect ACCOUNTABILITY. 

 

 

Conference period (schedule A) 2:15—2:39 

Conference period (schedule B) 3:01—3:28 

 

REMEMBER THESE IMPORTANT TIPS: 
 

 Keep a handwritten copy of your schedule in a safe place.  Your agenda 

 book is the perfect place for it. 

 The agenda book is also a great place for you to write down how to get from 

 class to class until you know on your own. 

 YOU are responsible to be on top of your attendance.  Check PowerSchool 

 regularly and see your dean if you have attendance questions or  

 problems so that small problems don’t become BIG problems. 

 PowerSchool user names and passwords can be obtained from Ms.  

         Voorhees.  Her office is located in the back of the library.  Your  

         parents should have their own user names and passwords, as well. 

 Excessive lates and absences may have academic AND punitive  

 consequences. 

 

 



 

 

 

Here is a current list of COACHES who are responsible for teams that 

have ninth graders.  If you want to get in touch with one, please see MR. 
BUSICHIO, our Director of Athletics and Student Activities.  His office is direct-
ly across from the main office in Room A-102.  His secretary is Ms. Singer. 

Football:   *Mr. John Power 

Boys’ Soccer:  *Mr. Josh Russotto  

Girls’ Soccer:  Ms. Ashley Corino  

Volleyball:  Mr. Juan Bas   

Field Hockey:  Ms. Maggie Keenan      

Boys’ and Girls’ Tennis: Mr. Bob Lieberman   

Boys’ Cross Country: Ms. Lisa Morgan      

Girls’ Cross Country: *Mr. Richard Moss 

Boys’ Basketball:  Mr. Eugene Robinson 

Girls’ Basketball:  Ms. Jazmine Wright 

Boys’ Swimming:  Ms. Maggie Keenan 

Girls’ Swimming:  Ms. Danielle Prybelek 

Wrestling:  Mr. Hal Garwin 

Boys’ Fencing:   Mr. Daryl White 

Girls’ Fencing:   Ms. Tiffani Ginlock 

Indoor Track:  Ms. Lisa Morgan 

Baseball:   *Mr. Joe Fischetti and Mr. Steve Campos 

Softball:   *Mr. Cliff Smith 

Boys’ Lacrosse:  *Mr. Sean Fitzgerald 

Girls’ Lacrosse:  *Ms. Cora DelFini 

Outdoor Track:  *Mr. Chuck Keegan 

Cheer:   Ms. Crystal Simmons 

 

 

SCHEDULES can be found 
on the school website under 

“Athletics” 

www.somsd.k12.nj.us/chs 

* Denotes South      
Orange and Maplewood 

School District staff 
member and can be 
reached by district 
email.  Please see     

bottom of outside rear 
cover for email info. 



ACADEMIC SUPPORTS 

 Tutorial Labs 
Math—Room B-334 

Language Arts—Room B-207 

Biology—Rooms A-300 and B-314 

World Languages—Room A-334 

Social Studies—Rom B-205 

Fine Arts—See your individual teachers 

 

 ACHIEVE Tutors 
Sign up in Guidance 

 

 Conference Periods 
See all of your teachers in their rooms 

 

 PowerSchool 
Log in frequently to check grades 

and attendance 

 

 Media Center 

(Library) 
Drop in before and after school or get a lunch or study hall pass 

TEACHERS 

COUNSELORS 

ADMINISTRATORS 

LIBRARIANS 

COACHES 

STAFF MEMBERS 

Don’t forget to use 
your AGENDA BOOK! 



SQ3R 
DO YOU HAVE A METHOD TO THE MADNESS OF STUDYING? 

 It’s always a good idea to have a plan . . .  

HAVE YOU HEARD OF SQ3R?     Consider trying it . . .  

 

 Survey . . . Question . . . Read . . . Recite . . . Review 

SURVEY: Look over the material you are about to read.  Read the title, 
headlines, subheadings and captions under the pictures.  Read the introducto-
ry paragraph and end of chapter summary.  Read the end-of-the-chapter ques-
tions. 

 

QUESTION: Form your own questions as  you read.  Look over the mate-
rial you are about to read.  Turn the title, headings, and subheadings into 
questions.  Ask yourself, “What do I already know about this subject?”  Ask 
yourself about the topic:  Who?  What?  When?  Why?  Where?  How? 

 

READ:  Answer the questions you raised.  Here’s an example:  “What 
do I need to know from this paragraph?”  Separate main ideas from supporting 
material.  Re-read whatever is not clear. 

 

RECITE: Stop and put your reading into your own words.  Look back 
at the information to check for accuracy.  Find the missing information and 
recall it again. 

 

REVIEW: Look over the material immediately and then again later.  
Immediately, without looking at the book, recite the main ideas and answers 
to your questions.  Compare/contrast and recognize the information.  Con-
sider the ideas in relation to other things you know, other selections in the 
same book, or even other topics.  Together with your class notes, make study 
notes for yourself.  Later, go over your study notes! 

 

That’s it!   SQ3R—try it!  Who knows?  It might actually work for you! 



 

 

 
(from past 9th graders) 

 

Jonah (Class of 2014) “Develop a relationship with your guidance counse-
lor.  He or she will help you when you need it.” 
 
Stefan (Class of 2014)  “Participate!   Get involved with activities 
throughout the school year.  Join clubs or sports teams.” 

 
Chris (Class of 2013) “I would like ninth graders to know that their year 
matters.  If they don’t take ninth grade seriously, the will regret it in 
their junior and senior year.” 
 
Cassidy (Class of 2014)  “Keep it together!  If not, you will stress out and 
your grades will start to fall.” 
 
Isaiah (Class of 2014) “Get to know your teachers across the board.  Do 
not give teachers attitude.  You may have them next year.” 
 
Christian (Class of 2015)  “Act mature.  This is where life becomes more 
real and responsibility becomes yours.  No one is going to chase you down 
to make sure you have your work done.  You will need to do it on  your 
own.  Be sure to manage your time.” 
 
Angelica (Class of 2016)  “Be sure to hand everything in.  People do their 
work but do not hand it in and will get a zero for the assignment.  Stay 
organized because you may lose assignments that are worth a lot of 
points.”   
 
Maddie (Class of 2013)  “Do not think that freshman and sophomore years 
don’t count because they do!  Colleges look at those grades!” 
 
Destiny (Class of 2015)  “Put education first.  Education is more im-
portant than your friends.  A good education will set your future up for 
you.”   
 
 
 
 
 



Some IMPORTANT people you should know . . .  
 

Ms. Elizabeth Aaron.……………………….……………………………….……Principal 

Mr. Terry Woolard……………..………………..Assistant Principal (Grade 9) 

Mr. Charles Ezell…………….…..…………..…..Assistant Principal (Grade 10) 

Ms. Cheryl Hewitt………………..…………..…..Assistant Principal (Grade 11) 

Dr. Jennifer Giordano……………..……...Grade Administrator (Grade 12) 

Mr. Larry Busichio……..….Director of Athletics and Student Activities 

Dr. Jennifer Giordano…………………………………….....Director of Guidance 

Ms. Stephanie Renelle, Mr. William Berrios, Mr. Brian Clyburn……….. 
Guidance Counselors (Grade 9) 

Dean Craig Rynar……………………………………………………..Grades 9 and 11 

Dean Brenda Brown………………………………………………….Grades 10 and 

12 

Mr. Philip Lester…..Student Assistance Counselors (Grades 9 and 10) 

Ms. Judi Cohen…..….Student Assistance Counselor (Grades 11 and 12) 

Ms. Tracy Crigler and Ms. Lynn Schwartz…..………………..School Nurses 
 

 

To EMAIL your teachers or guidance counselor, 

the formula for email addresses is: 

The first letter of the person’s first name  

followed by up to seven (7) letters 

of the  person's last name followed by 

@somsd.k12.nj.us 

 

Examples: 

Elizabeth Aaron would be eaaron@somsd.k12.nj.us 

or 


